Four women candidates register wins in Gujarat

India, Ahmedabad, May 17: Four out of the five women candidates fielded by the two national parties - Congress 

and BJP - in Gujarat, have emerged victorious in the Lok Sabha polls in Gujarat. 
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For the 15th Lok Sabha elections, Congress fielded two women candidates while three women from BJP were in the fray. While all BJP contestants won their respective seats, only one Congresswoman was successful. 

The BJP had fielded women candidates from Kutch (reserved for SC), Mehsana and Surat constituency, while the Congress had put up women candidates from Dahod (reserved for ST) and Amreli. 

BJP's Poonam Jat contesting from SC reserved constituency of Kutch defeated Congress's Danicha Valjibhai with a margin of 71,343 votes. 

It is after a gap of two decades that an woman candidate has been elected from Kutch. This was also the first instance when BJP field a woman candidate from Kutch. 

Previously Congress had fielded Usha Thakkar from Kutch in 1984 and 1989. She had won Lok Sabha elections in 1984, but lost in 1989. 

The saffron party's Jayshree Patel won from Mehsana constituency, defeating sitting Congress MP Jivabhai Patel by over 21,000 votes. 

This was also the first instance when a women candidate contested elections from the Surat constituency, where BJP's Darshana Zardosh defeated Congress's Dhiru Gajera by a margin of over 74,000 votes. She was fielded in place of six time BJP MP Kashiram Rana, who was Textile Minister in the Vajpayee government. 

Congress contestant Parabha Taviyad defeated veteran parliamentarian Somji Damor, who had quit Congress and joined BJP just before polls, to emerge victorious from the Dahod (reserved for ST) constituency. 

Taviyad, the first woman candidate of a national party to contest from Dahod constituency in 2004, had lost to BJP's Babubai Katara then. But this time she beat Damor comfortably by a margin of over 58,000 votes. 
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Meanwhile, Congress candidate from Amreli Neelaben Thummar, wife of sitting MP from the same constituency Virji Thummar, lost to BJP's Narayan Kachiya. 

She lost by a margin of 37,317 votes. This election also saw internationally acclaimed danseuse and daughter of noted Space scientist Vikram Sarabhai, Mallika, contest as an independent candidate from Gandhinagar constituency against BJP leader L K Advani. 

Mallika, who secured 9,268 votes (nearly one percent of the total vote cast) was third in the election tally from Gandhinagar seat which was won by Advani for the fifth time. 

Advani defeated his nearest rival Congress's Suresh Patel by a margin of 1.21 lakh votes. 

Since 1984, BJP have fielded 13 women candidates in the state out of whom seven have been elected. In the same period Congress have fielded 11 women candidates, with five emerging successful. 
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