Women in Muslim world
An unrepresentative Western institution publishes its annual report on the global “gender gap.” Its verdict makes Yemen, Chad, Pakistan, Nepal, Saudi Arabia, Benin, Morocco, Turkey, Egypt and Oman the top ten offenders; nine of them are Muslim-majority states. Numerous columnists in the Muslim world take the report as Gospel truth. Fully charged up and uncritically submitting to the “findings” of the report, they start writing newspaper columns and comments about what they call deplorable conditions of women in the Muslim world. They do not ask any questions about the parameters used in the report, they have no interest in looking into the belief system of those who defined these parameters, they do not have intellectual resources to ask basic questions such as the validity of a single criterion to measure the status of women around the world in societies as different as Ghana and Switzerland, and they do not inquire into the ideological commitments of those who wrote the report. It is enough for them that the organisation which issued the report has an impressive name (“World Economic Forum”), that the report is written in Latin script, and that it has been carried by major Western media outlets.

In projecting this report in the local media, they become the mouthpieces of their Western mentors and, in some cases, paymasters. Doors of embassy-held parties readily open for them. Free tickets to climb the social ladder are handed out. This is followed by free trips to conferences. And some of them are made members of committees, councils, or boards of organisations of secondary or tertiary importance. These perks and indirect payments serve to integrate these self-styled public voices into the army of intellectuals, politicians, so-called global leaders, media gurus, experts, and pundits—a disparate and heterogeneous lot which has become the most dangerous tool invented by those who are bent on imposing the hegemony of the West in the rest of the world.

There are different levels of these local mouthpieces. Some are even unaware, uninformed, and otherwise well-intended persons who simply do not have the critical skills to ask relevant questions about such “global” reports. Others have wilfully become stooges, and still others are merely ambitious men and women who hold no particular worldview of their own and whose writings and public speeches are driven by their overriding ambition. No matter what the cause, the end result is the same: they are a voice, a tool, and an agent of a global agenda to re-form the Muslim world. This is not a conspiracy theory. Anyone who has eyes to see can recognise this agenda and see how it is being imposed on the Muslim world.

Women and youths are the two most important components of this agenda. Those who have devised this agenda of re-form know that if they can transform these two segments of Muslim society, they do not need to do anything else. Thus, millions of dollars are being spent on initiatives aimed at Muslim youths and women. These include specifically-tailored radio and TV programmes, conferences, economic initiatives, cultural and political activities, and social programmes. 

To be sure, this is a loose, flexible, and diverse agenda of the major Western countries. Yet, within its diversity and flexibility one can clearly recognise a confluence of interests—a common and actively pursued goal shared by policy-makers, politicians, social activists, business leaders, and religious zealots of Europe and North America. What unites the diverse group in pursuit of this agenda is their economic interests and political, ideological, and religious  commitments.

What is really interesting in the recently released 2007 Global Gender Gap Report is that it measures the status of women according to standards held dear by Western civilisation. And these standards are imposed on the rest of the world by those who are crying for gender equality! Thus, they are totally blind to the fact that in the very process of measuring “gender gap,” they have imposed their values, their beliefs, and their ideals on the rest of the world. They are quick to boast that there are 52 nationalities in the 252 members of their staff. But they fail to see that the token representation of a Chilean or an Egyptian in an organisation where all the top decision-making positions are held by the Swiss, the Germans, the Americans, and the British does not make this organisation a representative body. 

The damning verdict on the status of women in the Muslim world has been issued with impressive-sounding descriptions: data was collected from 128 countries, it was processed through a comprehensive, scientific index, etc. And, indeed, this is not to say that much of its findings are not true; women in the Muslim world often exist in very harmful (and very real) situations. Yet, the fundamental premise of the report is flawed. The values this organisation is assuming as universal, the criteria it is using for establishing social, economical, and educational status, and its very structural framework, utterly lacks any universality; it is based on the beliefs of a small percentage of humanity living in the West. One wonders if it is blindness or wilful self-deception, or simply racial bigotry that the social status of millions of women in the Muslim world is measured with a yardstick made by an alien civilisation?
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