Women members playing active role in parliament: Sherry Rehman

ISLAMABAD, Mar 5 (APP): Minister for Information and Broadcasting Sherry Rehman said on Thursday that women members of the National Assembly have proved that they were as active in the House as the male legislators. Speaking as chief guest at the launch of “Five Years Report on Performance of Women Parliamentarians in the 12th National Assembly” here, Sherry Rehman said that this book was a pioneering effort to highlight the role of women MNAs. 

She said it was a great achievement that 17 per cent women parliamentarians moved 42 per cent of the total private members bills in the House. 

“It was great achievement of the women MPs that despite constituting only 17 per cent of the National Assembly, they contributed almost half of the legislative business in the House”, she added. 

The Minister further said that the book gives a clear message that women MNAs have done a great job in the last Assembly. 

“Now women have moved beyond women’s politics to mainstream politics of the country”, she said. “Now they have also to focus on mainstream issues”. 

Sherry Rehman said that the government needs the support of civil society organizations to ensure greater participation of women in the nation building. 

She told the audience that it was encouraging that on the graph of women’s active participation in the world Pakistan has 45th position above several developed countries. 

The Minister said that women of the sub‑continent have always stood by their menfolks and during struggle for creation of Pakistan women remained in the forefront. 

She said that Aurat Foundation deserved appreciation for supporting women to move forward, especially in the politics and worked with the opposition during the days of dictatorship. 

She said though there were several NGOs working for improving the lot of the women but Aurat Foundation was among those organizations which always stood for their rights. She especially referred to its contribution in helping and providing guidance to the women members of Parliament. 

The present government believes in consultations and it has always taken all stakeholders on board in legislation process.      

Talking about her own entry into politics, she said that Shaheed Benazir Bhutto encouraged her and many other women activists to come forward and take active part in politics.  

About reserved seats for women, Sherry Rehman said that the concept of reserved seats for women in the Parliament was given by Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto though it was implemented in 2002. 
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