World urged to work for women’s empowerment

UNITED NATIONS: Reiterating its commitment to gender equality, Pakistan has urged the global community to come together and strive for true women empowerment around the world. 
At the annual session of the United Nations (UN) Commission on the Status of Women on Wednesday, Pakistan's delegate Shazia Marri said women were fundamental components of the global economy, regretting, however, that their share in the economic benefits, and access to resources was not proportionate to their share in the world population. 
"The adverse affect of the economic crisis on women requires urgent and concerted attention; and increased involvement of the UN and the donor community, in all poverty reduction strategies," said Marri, Sindh's information minister. 
The commission's agenda for this year was equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men, including providing facilities against HIV/AIDS. Marri said more than half a million women in South Asia were affected by HIV/AIDS, adding they knew less than men about how it was transmitted and how to prevent it. She said research showed that promotion of women’s economic and educational opportunities and protection of their property and inheritance rights were the core components of national HIV/AIDS strategies.
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