UN chief urges: End violence against women

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called violence against women an "abomination" Thursday and urged political leaders to take the lead in changing the attitudes of men who abuse women. A year after he launched a global campaign to end such violence, the U.N. chief used the U.N.'s International Women's Day commemorations to report on the abuses — rape, attempted rape and beatings — that flourish worldwide.

"Violence against women is an abomination," Ban said. "It stands against everything in the United Nations Charter."

The secretary-general recalled a young woman he met on his recent Africa trip who was "brutally and violently abused by four soldiers at gunpoint" in eastern Congo while fleeing fighting that destroyed her village. She is now hospitalized, suffering not only from her physical injuries but from being ostracized by her village and family because of "a false sense of shame," he said.

"I was shocked by what she told me," Ban said. "I was saddened almost beyond expression. I was also very angry."

The secretary-general said he spoke forcefully about the young woman and other victims of rape and abuse to Congo's President Joseph Kabila, to the commander of Congolese forces in the east, and to the governor and local authorities. "And I will keep speaking out against such unspeakable atrocities."

"The consequences of violence go beyond the visible and immediate," he said. "The impact on women and girls, their families, their communities and their societies in terms of shattered lives and livelihoods is beyond calculation," he said.

Ban said women have been speaking out against violence for a long time, and increasingly men are speaking out with the message that there is another way — "that `real men don't hit women,' let alone rape them, that real men respect women."

He urged political leaders and people all over the world to unite to get this message across.

"Violence against women cannot be tolerated, in any form, in any context, in any circumstance, by any political leader or by any government," Ban said.

In addition to personally approaching world leaders, Ban said, the campaign aims to ensure that violence against women is always a crime and that real efforts are made to punish the perpetrators, who far too often "walk free."

"No country, no culture, no woman, young or old, is immune," he stressed.
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