South Asian women face higher risk of death in childbirth
New Delhi (PTI): Painting a grim picture of reproductive health in South Asia, a new World Bank report on Thursday said women in the region face a hundred times greater risk of dying during childbirth than their counterparts in industrialised countries. 

The report, which was launched on Thursday, said countries in South Asia need to do more if they want to make adequate progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) related to women's reproductive health. 

Analyzing the current state of reproductive health in five countries of South Asia -- Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka -- the report focuses on the major risks faced by poor women. 

It underlines the need for these countries to pay more attention to poor women's reproductive health if the region and the world are to achieve the MDGs related to maternal and child health. 

"An average South Asian woman faced a hundred times greater risk of dying during childbirth (1 in 43) than a woman in an industrialised country (1 in 4,000)," the report, 'Sparing Lives: Better Reproductive Health for Poor Women in South Asia' said. 

While India has made some positive strides in areas of fertility and infant mortality, the maternal mortality ratio, immunization coverage and malnutrition continue to remain causes of concern, it said. 
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