Women embrace Earth Hour, men find it a turn-off

ALMOST two-thirds of women took part in Earth Hour but men, especially those aged over 55, were less convinced by the event, new research shows.

More than a third of Australians were influenced by Earth Hour to lessen impact on the environment, according to a survey of almost 3400 adults in the days after March 30, when people were asked to turn off lights and appliances in recognition of need for action against human-induced climate change.

Similar research in the United States showed 36 million people, or 16 per cent of the population, joined in the World Wide Fund for Nature event, as did 49 per cent of Canadians, including 85 per cent in the nation's biggest city, Toronto. Australian households with children were more likely to switch off power. Single people living alone were the least interested, although just over half still took part.

Of the 18 per cent of the population who were aware of the event but decided not to turn off anything, 68 per cent were male and likely to be over 55.

A gap also exists between those willing to take simple, inexpensive steps to "make a difference" and those who will spend money to do so. About 89 per cent of people are willing to recycle rubbish in the home, but only 17 per cent would look at the purchase of accredited green power.

Eighteen per cent of Sydneysiders said they had been influenced by Earth Hour, which is supported by Fairfax Media, publisher of the Herald, to find out more about climate change and the environment.

A quarter of Australian workplaces took part in the event, and 48 per cent of employees felt better about their workplace if it joined in. Insurance companies, banks, recruitment firms and government and defence agencies embraced Earth Hour. Manufacturing, trade and transport sectors were least involved. Nearly two-thirds of people surveyed said they would feel more positive about a business that took part.

Gary Wilkinson, the managing director of AMR Interactive, which did the research, said it was impossible to know if everyone had replied truthfully but trends across all capital cities strongly suggested the figures were right.
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