Women MPs: Afghanistan Ranks 27th

Afghanistan ranks 27 in a list of 188 countries on giving representation to women in national parliament, a UN report released said. 

The report World Map of Women in Politics 2008 a joint publication of the UN and Inter-Parliamentary Union was released at the United Nations headquarters in New York. In fact, the report revealed that Afghanistan with 27.7 percent of women MPs in Lower House and 21.6 percent in Upper House is placed significantly above all the seven other South Asian Countries. 

India that had its first women Prime Minister in 60s and at present has a woman President, besides the most powerful individual being a woman is ranked 107. Immediate neighbor Pakistan, which had its first women Prime Minister in 80s is ranked 51, the report said. 

Releasing the report, Anders Johnsson, Secretary General of the Inter-parliamentary Union, said Afghanistan is in a better position at least in this sphere as compared to other South Asian countries because of the international effort in this regard in the post-Taliban era.

