Oyo Embraces Disaster Reduction Policy

The Oyo State Government has promised to implement the African regional strategy on disaster risk reduction policy.

The Deputy Governor, Alhaji Taofeek Arapaja, made the promise at the inauguration of a stakeholders forum on emergency management in Ibadan.

He said government was planning to evolve appropriate strategies to ensure effective disaster management.

The policy, when implemented, he added, would reduce risks from both natural and man-induced disasters in the state.

Arapaja said government would go into Public/Private Partnership in disaster management to ensure that disaster risks reduction became a priority.

"We have learnt from our experience in the recent past, of how disasters and emergencies have destroyed years of investment in infrastructure and human capital.

"This has resulted in the perpetuation of poverty and underdevelopment. Various activities have been embarked upon by government to effectively and efficiently manage disasters in the state," he said.

The deputy governor said no matter how benevolent government was, it could not succeed without collaborating with institutions involved in disaster management.

He promised that government would ensure availability of reliable disaster- related information to the public and disaster management agencies.

Mr Akeem Lawal, the Secretary of the State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA), had earlier decried the recent fire outbreaks in the state.

He urged the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) to replicate in the state, its earlier intervention in Ogun and Lagos States.

He assured the government of the agency's readiness to attend promptly to disaster related issues.

