Most Czechs Believe Number of Women in Politics Insufficient - Poll

Most Czech men, almost three-fifths, and more than four-fifths of Czech women believe that the number of women in Czech politics is insufficient, according to a poll the CVVM made on the order by the Forum 50%% civic group whose representatives presented its results to journalists today. 

Most Czechs also think that it is easier for men to advance to top political positions than for women, Lenka Bennerova, chairwoman of the group that seeks women's higher representation in public positions said. 

The poll was conducted on 1050 respondents over 18 last November. 

Four similar polls were made in the past two years and they showed that the support for women's political involvement is growing, Bennerova said. 

"It is surprising that the views of men are changing," she added. 

The number of people who view the participation of women in politics as beneficial has also grown, she said, adding that 88 percent of respondents expressed this view in the latest poll. 

The situation has radically changed compared with 1991 when 60 percent held the view, Eva Hejzlarova from the group said. 

The Czech Republic is on the 76th position among 190 countries as regards women's representation in parliament, according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union. 

Women hold 15 percent of seats in the 200-member Czech Chamber of Deputies and less than 14 percent in the 81-member Senate. 

"Kazakhstan, Zimbabwe and Turkmenistan are slightly ahead of the Czech Republic and it is followed by Burkina Faso, Zambia and Angola," Bennerova said. 

The CVVM poll was part of a two-year project called Equal changes for men and women in politics and in decisive positions. It is financed from the Czech state budget and from the European Social Fund. 

