Less Violence VS Women Reported Daily in ’07 — PNP

But average was 10 cases a day

By Thea Alberto

Although less violence against women was reported last year compared to 2006, police said they still received an average of 10 cases daily.

Statistics from the Philippine National Police’s (PNP) Women and Children’s Protection Center (WCPC) showed a total of 3,926 crimes against women reported to police last year, compared to 2006’s 5,889 cases.

The figures last year showed 856 rape cases and 309 cases of acts of lasciviousness were reported, while there were 757 cases of physical injuries. There were also 10 cases of sexual harassment.

The National Capital Region was the region with the most rape cases reported -- 107. Of these, 93 have been filed in court while 14 remain under investigation.

In an earlier interview, Chief Superintendent Yolanda Tanigue, chief of the WCPC said the records do not show the whole picture because there are cases that are not reported, usually because of the victims’ fear.

“Besides that, we also have efforts to improve our capabilities to investigate these cases. We are focused not only on violence against women but children as well,” Tanigue.

Among these efforts include the creation of an “Aleng [Miss] Police” force to handle cases involving violence against women and children.

Tanigue, the PNP’s only female general, also encouraged victims to report incidents of violence against women to police.

