Lawmaker Calls for Greater Women in Politics
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Senator Nkechi Nwosu (Abia Central) has called for greater participation of women in politics, even as she criticised the lopsided appointments into political offices.

Senator Nwosu who stated this in an Interview with Leadership in Umuahia, regretted that the current 10% of women representation in the country, was far below the 30% affirmative action for women in public office and therefore called for parity.

The law maker noted that large chunk of Nigerian population are women, yet they are denied the opportunity to contribute their quota to the development of the country.

She argued that the 2007 election remains critical for the Nigerian female politician whose abilities and experiences the country need to benefit from.

Describing women as better managers of resources, the legislator said that women have proved to be less corrupt in politics. This, she maintained, was largely due to their compassionate heart as mothers who must ensure the welfare of the people.

She stated that the present call for more women to be represented in the polity does not entail just appointment but to be on the elective platforms as president, governors, legislators and local government executives.

Said she "we ask for parity from Nigerian government, we are no longer talking about affirmative action of 30% in politics, now we are calling for 50% women participation".

Nwosu advised the women to take into cognizance the society they come from as well as the culture and religious practices.

She enjoined the women to support themselves and engage in partnership which will obviously provide them the numerical advantage on which democracy thrives.

