Women's Network to Help Restore Peace 

Thailand, May 17, 2008 – The contribution of women is crucial if the state wants to succeed in its efforts to restore peace to the restive far South, Pranai Suwannarat, director of the Southern Border Provinces Administration Centre (SBPAC), said yesterday. 

The aim of establishing a southern women's network was to help put an end to the violence and return lasting peace and unity to the multi-racial region, Mr Pranai said. 

The project is among the 321 development projects introduced in the troubled region in the hope of uplifting local spirits dampened by years of unrest. 

The key objective of this particular project is to persuade insurgent sympathisers to switch their allegiance. 

He said the SBPAC recognised the importance of women in the volatile region and the role they could play to help bring back harmony in the southern border provinces. 

Since so many women and children have been widowed and orphaned in the near-daily attacks, "it is necessary to empower women with the correct understanding of the current situation so that they can make a proper contribution towards family, community, and the country after the death of their family heads for the sake of lasting peace," Mr Pranai said. 

Mr Pranai said 526 female victims and leaders from 35 villages in Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat would be selected and trained to help fight the insurgency through peaceful means, provide stress counselling to other victims, and disseminate the idea of peaceful co-existence in the multi-faith community. 

After the training, these women would return to their communities to promote communal harmony and non-violent solutions to the southern problems. 

Scores of officials attended a meeting chaired by Mr Pranai to discuss new development strategies for the region yesterday. 

Many projects introduced by the SBPAC have so far made little or no progress due to budget constraints. 

In Yala, suspected militant Panya Pi, 24, was arrested yesterday in connection with several bombings in Muang district. However, no untoward incidents were reported when schools reopened across Yala for the new term yesterday. 
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