Governance - Group Tasks Women on Representation
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Women all over Nigeria have been enjoined to rise up and mobilise for adequate representation of their ilk to ensure good governance in the country in the year 2008.

Above call was made by the Gender and Development Action (GADA), a non-governmental organisation which focuses on gender issues, at its '300 women' project organised recently in Lagos.

Urging women at the forum not to eschew their instincts for leadership positions, the Executive Director of GADA, Mrs. Ada Agina Ude said peoples' mindset are influenced unduly, which has affected a lot of things that are done in the homes, political parties and offices.

"The two outstanding problems concerning women are finance and the ongoing inside the political parties themselves", she stated.

Regarding the financial aspect, she explained that the aspirant would have to obey certain minimal laws, collection of forms and campaigning; while the latter could be violations, rigging, thuggery and manipulation during and after elections.

"Anything that comes out from this process that we go through in Nigeria can never be called an election. So the political party has to be sanitised before the problems concerning the women can be solved. As long as that bigger problem is not sanitised, women cannot have a chance," Ude stated.

To her, "the women are not even wanted in the first place but are now put in violence, jeopardy, rigging and manipulation. So, the bigger system needs to be sensitised, political parties needs to be sensitised before the women can now find their ways inside the political parties," Ude said.

"GADA works with the European Union initiatives for democracy and human rights. They believe that Nigeria would be much better if women are involved in public decision-making. We met the women and they mentioned some things that they need, they mentioned the obstacles on their way. And they want solutions to those problems. We discussed the struggle for full political participation of women in the country," Ude said.

"GADA has interacted with women at all levels, both at local government and national levels. They have a good idea of what the women's problems are and how to support them. We don't have an antidote yet for rigging and manipulations," she said.

Speaking to THISDAY, Mrs. Titilola Olukolu, Legislative Aid to Honourable Tunji Olukolu, representing Amuwo-Odofin Federal Constituency at the House of Representatives, said a successful politician must be service oriented and public spirited.

"If a woman is not public spirited and service oriented and faces a little challenge she would retire because of the little clause while contesting for election", she said.

Olukolu applauded the awareness GADA is creating and the fact that women are getting more informed. To her, for women to be drawn away from the instinct of not being a leader, they have to withdraw from the mentality that the political women are way-ward.

"Women are proving themselves not to be wayward in politics, and as time goes on there would be more acceptability and improvement," she said.

She advised the women to be serious minded and not have the mentality that they can get what they want through the negative way.

Ude also commended the number of women going into politics through NGOs like her organisation, citing an improvement based on the premise that more women are showing interest, and more women are ready to serve.

