Fiji Out of Program for Regional Leaders

Fiji will not be part of an initial two year phase partnership leadership program commencing this year which has received over $10million in funding from AusAID.

An Australia High Commission spokesman said the program, which is set to start this year has received $10.1m in funding for a two year period.

He said under the leadership practice component, the PLP would work initially with various national partners in six countries that had been identified, following consultations throughout the region.

"Priority countries for the first phase of the PLP, namely: PNG (Papua New Guinea), Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Samoa and East Timor," the spokesman said.

"Other countries will be considered after the initial two-year phase, including Fiji. The approach is to support home-grown leadership models and drivers of change from within each country, rather than impose a generic set of 'leadership' values from outside."

He said the PLP was a new Australian initiative which aimed to contribute to improving governance in the region through working with the pool of current and emerging leaders in the Pacific.

He said it was a regional initiative covering all countries in the Pacific, including Fiji.

The PLP will not establish new projects or organisations but would look to support regional, national and local partners already working on leadership issues.

"It is anticipated that the PLP will be a long-term program, of approximately 10 years duration."

The spokesman said although the PLP will be managed by AusAID, the plan was to have officials working on the program based within the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat here in Suva.

He said discussions are continuing with Fiji officials to finalise these proposed arrangements.

He said there were four main components of the program which would be progressed in partnership with a range of regional, national and local stakeholders.

"Policy engagement this includes working with the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat to promote throughout the region the Forum's principles of good leadership, adopted by member countries in 2003."

He said under the partnership component, provision of funding to organisations undertaking complementary work on leadership, culture and governance, either at a regional level or in individual countries in the region. 

The spokesman said a key partnership had already been established with UNIFEM to implement programs on gender equality in Pacific governance. 

"PLP will discuss partnership opportunities with organisations in Fiji, as well as other countries," the spokesman said.

He said under the research and learning component, research conducted by Pacific Islanders would be supported on leadership challenges facing Pacific Islanders. 

