AU Official Opposes ICC Approach to Darfur Rights Abuses

The African Union (AU) will continue to advocate for traditional justice systems in tackling the human rights abuses in Sudan's Darfur region, rather than pursuing the complex processes involved in filing cases at International Criminal Court at The Hague, an AU official said.


Litha Musyimi-Oganga, Director of Women, Gender and Development Directorate at the AU Commission, said Thursday the post-conflict healing process in Darfur could last longer than necessary, if the cases were handled by the ICC.


The Hague-based criminal court has previously indicted several senior leaders in the Sudanese government of crimes against humanity over their involvement in abuse cases in the fiver-year-long conflict in Darfur.


"To take cases to The Hague is a complex process. The difficulties of healing later and weighing the consequences of the action will live longer with the victims, who would need assurances that filing the cases will not affect their families,” Musyimi-Ogana said.


Darfurian women attending an AU pre-summit meeting in Addis Ababa, ahead of next week's Heads of State Assembly here, said women had taken leadership positions within the internally displaced peoples (IDPs) camps but still faced more difficulties.


"The women in Darfur are emerging as leaders and taking leadership positions. We have been denied our rights to participate on the Darfur peace processes and sometimes we are tortured for trying to bring the government to account,” said a Darfur peace activist.


Rebel groups operating in the volatile region have been accused of widespread rape and violation of women's rights, a situation which led to the deployment of what is supposed to be the United Nation's largest-ever peacekeeping operation to bring down the abuses.


Opinion differs as to whether the extent of human rights abuses should be tackled by the Sudanese justice system or be subjected to the ICC at The Hague.

Sudanese authorities, including the country's Attorney-General, have dismissed calls for international prosecutions of the Darfur crimes against humanity and reiterated that Sudan had one of the best justice systems in Africa to tackle the abuses.


"Our African communities had ways of dealing with excesses. We think they (Darfur) crimes can be settled at local governance levels. We must engage traditional methods known best to Africans to solve the problem," Musyimi-Ogana told PANA.


Speaking separately, a senior UN official said efforts to bring peace and justice for victims of the Darfur abuses should include action at the ICC.

"Our plan of action for Sudan includes looking at how to influence international action for Sudan," said Thokozile Ruzvidzo, the Acting Director of the UN Economic Commission for Africa's Centre for Gender and Development in Addis Ababa.
