Women in Politics   

Speaker of the Parliament Subhash Chandra Nemwang spoke of the need to initiate a campaign for increasing the participation of women in political decision-making institutions. At a function held in the capital on Sunday, he called upon the women rights leaders and civil society actors to integrate the movement for the rights of women in the overall scheme of empowerment and inclusion of the marginalised and disadvantaged groups in the society. 
Sharing the podium with the Speaker was Minister for External Affairs Sahana Pradhan who hinted at the tragic assassination of Benazir Bhutto in Pakistan as a clear illustration of the violence perpetrated against women to deter them from the public domain of politics. As mentioned by Foreign Minister Pradhan, structural impediments and violence prevent and discourage women from participating in politics in South Asia, including Nepal, as a consequence of which their role in decision making is almost insignificant and nominal.

Though some substantive measures have been initiated to promote and enhance women's participation in politics, these have not been implemented in the real sense of the term. This applies to all nations in South Asia as socio-cultural constraints militate against progressive consciousness to allow the participation of women in decision making in building a society based on equity , reason and justice. In India, there has been stiff resistance on the part of the national parliament to grant 33 per cent reservation for women in the central law making institution as the bill has been stuck in the Lok Sabha for almost a decade. Though the reservation for women is provided at the tertiary level - that is local government level - in the countries of the SAARC region, the ineffective and feeble representation in the national institutions has disempowered and disadvantaged them. On this count, Nepal's context looks more promising and liberal. The interim constitution of Nepal has already guaranteed 33 per cent reservation to women in the national parliament with emphasis on inclusion and empowerment. It is for sure that the election to the Constituent Assembly will allow women from the disadvantaged segment of the society to participate in the making of a new constitution that will write a new destiny for the country.
