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"When it comes to federally elected women, the United States really falls quite far below many other countries." says Democratic Congresswomen Garbrielle Giffords. Which is probably one reason America is still in the throws of gender politics. 

Congresswoman Giffords senses a change in the air and this election may be proof of that. Women's voices are getting louder and more persuasive.

Coming from the only state to elect two women back to back as governors, she's part of the rugged individualism where Arizona leads. 

"It's been interesting being a woman from the West because we take for granted, we just get the job done, we don't need credit, we just do it. Change the tire on the car. We change the filter on the air conditioner. Women out here just do it. I've noticed my counterparts on the other side of the country are not as comfortable doing those kinds of jobs," she says.

Which might explain Washington's attention and fascination with a powerful Nancy Pelosi. the first woman to be House Speaker.

Or Senator Hillary Clinton's run for the White House and her personal moments.. 

Traditional roles there have evolved reluctantly. 

"Here in Arizona, we tend to elect really, really tough women, smart women, who are down to earth. I think the electorate understands the gender part is less important. Can't say that for other states," Giffords adds.

Just back from her second trip to Iraq, she has noted women in combat and how their transition to the front lines may have paved the way for narrowing the gender gap. 

"You don't hear people speaking out against women dying, sisters, mothers dying in war. You think there would be. There used to be a very big concern about sending women into war zones. You know now the belief is, they should be able to serve just like the rest of us. So it is interesting, you see a lot of changes there," she says.

And there may be many changes here as well. Registered women voters outnumber men by nearly ten million. And if there's a woman at the top of the presidential ticket, the numbers may play a leading role. 

