Canadian Speaker Salutes Women's Role in Kuwait

By Ben Garcia

"I am very impressed with the leadership of Kuwaiti women and I salute their courage and achievement in all fronts," said Noel Kinsella, Speaker of the Canadian Senate, during a press conference convened at the JW Marriott yesterday. He was reacting on the no-confidence motion filed against Education Minister Nouriya Al-Sabeeh at Kuwait's Parliament. He noted that such an action in the Parliament shows how dynamic and lively the democratic process works in Kuwait and explained that such activities
in the democratic country never ends. "With no inhibitions, I was really impressed, and what was going on in Kuwait's Parliament was healthy and fair,” he added.


Kinsella was wrapping up a three-day visit to Kuwait in which he met his counterpart and several other government officials. He was accompanied by Senators Donald Oliver and James Cowan who arrived in the country on Sunday. Kinsella lauded Kuwaiti and Canadian relations and emphasized on the common interests in all areas such as politics, education and economy. He said that Canada welcomes the exchange of ideas especially in the medical and technological fields. He also welcomed more active participation and visits concerning Kuwaiti and Canadian businesses especially in the oil sector.

Asked about their stance over the role of Canadian troops in Afghanistan, the Canadian speaker said that such an issue has been under heated debate in the Canadian Parliament especially now, since they have recorded 75 fatalities. "We have a commitment to solve and combat terrorism and the debate in the Canadian Parliament with regards to that issue continues unabated,” he said.


With regards to the Middle East peace issue, the speaker of the parliament mentioned that Canada would always play a key role in the process provided it was under the multilateral umbrella. The Canadian Ambassador to Kuwait, Denis Thibault in his capacity thanked Kuwait for its strong and dynamic relations and added that the Canadian Senate's visit was a successful one that reflected the strong relationship and ties that exist between the two countries.
