President express concern over the increasing gender inequality

Bangalore, Feb 2: Expressing concern over the increasing gender inequality in the country President Pratibha Devisingh Patil today urged the medical fraternity to follow highest standards of professional ethics and discourage 'gender identification test' without any compromise.

Delivering an address after launching the Apollo Hospitals, Bengaluru 'The International Hospitals' here today the president appealed to the doctors, ''at no stage gender of the foetus should be disclosed''.

Expressing concern over the increasing number of female foeticide, Mrs Patil said it had created a challenge of social imbalance in the country.

Stating that Indian doctors and medical practitioners are rated among the best in the world both in capacity and skill in providing best health care to the needy, Mrs Patil urged the medical professionals to focus more on people living in rural areas.

She said over 75 per cent of medical professionals and infrastructures were located in urban areas while the rural masses were deprived off access to best medical care. ''This needs to be corrected and extending the medical health care to the rural and remote places should get focus'' she said.
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