HRH Calls For Sustained Steps To Deal With Flood Aftermath

Bandar Seri Begawan - His Royal Highness Prince General Hj Al-Muhtadee Billah, the Crown Prince and Senior Minister at the Prime Minister's Office, yesterday called for more sustained efforts to deal with the aftermath of the flashfloods and landslides that hit the Sultanate last month. 
	The Chairman of the Natural Disaster Council said there was much more room for all agencies concerned to improve their respective action plans in reducing risks from disasters. His Royal Highness, addressing a meeting amongst National Disaster Council members, ministers and senior government officials, suggested the formulation of a short and long term action plans to ensure mitigation efforts cover all of the nation's and public's interests. 
"The experience this time has really opened our eyes to how weak and fragile the capabilities of our infrastructure and communications systems are," His Royal Highness said in a sabda during the meeting, held at the Fire and Rescue Department 

	headquarters. 
The Crown Prince said any information received on potential disaster must he analysed by all relevant agencies to ensure the public is warned beforehand. 
"The information dissemination mechanism should not only be transmitted to specific media agencies, hut also to leaders at the grassroots level, including village heads and the penghulu," HRH said. 


"Measures, efforts and risk-reduction works for disasters such as flashfloods must be in motion and implemented before the arrival of the monsoon season, not after disaster has struck," he added. 
HRH called for a more "resilient" power supply, saying that the core agency responsible for providing the supply must prepare its respective contingency plans. 
"Parties concerned must study and assess the conditions of our rivers that have undergone physical changes," he said. 
He also called for immediate action in deepening the nation's rivers, saying it should be given priority in order to reduce the risk of-overflowing and in turn enhance its natural functions. The maintenance of drainage channels must also he brought to attention, he said. 
"The implementation of projects must be monitored by ensuring contract requirements, specifications, financial regulations and other rules are abided by. What is important is that each construction project is carried out completely," HRH said.   -- Courtesy of The Brunei Times
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