Anti-nuke plant rally held at House

MANILA, Philippines -- Environment groups, led by Greenpeace, staged a protest Monday in front of the House of Representatives to ask lawmakers not to act on a bill that would fund, rehabilitate, and reopen the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant.

House Bill 4361 or “An act mandating the rehabilitation, commissioning, and commercial operation of the BNPP,” authored by Representative Mark Cojuangco and supported by Representative Juan Miguel “Mikey” Cojuangco, appropriates around $1 billion and is intended to respond to the energy problems in the country.

But Greenpeace campaign manager Beau Baconguis said that the bill did not only seek the revival of the BNPP but also the establishment of a national commercial nuclear power program.

"Napakataas ng risk associated with nuclear power. Ilang daang libong taong pro-problemahin ang radioactive contamination [There's a high risk associated with nuclear power. It will cause a long time problem due to radioactive contamination]," Baconguis said.

Rather than reviving the BNPP bill, Baconguis asked lawmakers to instead focus on drafting the Renewable Energy Law's implementing rules and regulations.

"In three years time, merong regularly deployable na mga renewable energy technologies na pwedeng gawing source of energy para sa ating mga kababayan. [In three years time, renewable energy technologies would be regularly deployed and used as a source of energy]," added Baconguis.
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