Rich Surprises Nats with Decision to Quit Politics

By TRACY WATKINS

National MP Katherine Rich knows one thing after calling it quits on a political career - her children will be "happy to have mummy around".

The MP, one of National's brightest stars since she entered Parliament in 1999, has announced her decision to stand down at the next election - shocking colleagues and drawing a curtain on her ministerial ambitions.

The Dunedin-based list MP decided over the Christmas-New Year holiday that she could not juggle a political career and children if National won the next election. It had been "the hardest decision of my life", Ms Rich said.

It has also come as a blow to the party; it is understood she was asked to reconsider and told it would accommodate her moving to Wellington with her family if that would make it easier to cope.

But she said yesterday she could not see herself giving the commitment to a ministerial career if National won the election.

"I've fought the good fight and I've juggled well, but if I had been given the opportunity to take on a ministerial role that's seven days a week, 15 hours a day."

She reached the decision at Christmas, when she realised how much she wanted to spend more time with her children.

"They're at an age now [five and six] where they have a greater requirement for me to be around than perhaps when they were smaller." Both have grown up knowing nothing else but their mum as an MP - she breast-fed them at Parliament and "spent months pushing my pram along The Terrace".

National leader John Key was told of her decision on Waitangi Day - the rest of her colleagues found out this week.

Ms Rich said it had not come as a surprise to some.

"There are some in the caucus who know me well who have told me they think it's the right decision."

Ms Rich is one of just two women on National's front bench, rehabilitated under Mr Key's leadership after falling out with former leader Don Brash over his hardline attitude to mothers on the domestic purposes benefit.

