Gender Equality Key to Progress

Gender equality must be addressed as a necessity for achieving social progress and fighting poverty and economic destitution, says the Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs deputy permanent secretary, Mr Victor Rantshabeng. 

Speaking at African regional Working Conference in Gaborone Mr Rantshabeng said the gender perspective and its incorporation in all policy decisions was very important and therefore women in Africa must be empowered to participate in policy formation and the productive processes. 

He said access to safe water, land resources and adequate sanitation were fundamental in eradicating poverty. Mr Rantshabeng observed that women play a vital role in water management. 

They collect water, use and manage water use and make decisions regarding its use in the household, yet are seldom involved in the planning activities. 

He said women as primary collectors were likely to know much about the seasonal availability of various sources, quality and individual or communal rights to use such sources. 

Women therefore have legitimate interest as water users and thus a holistic approach to water resource management requires recognition of such interests, he said. 

He also talked of land as a source of the essential livelihood of the majority of people in Africa. He said access and ownership to land was a matter of survival and a basis for economic growth and development. 

He said women were generally the most affected by little access to land and ownership. He said that although efforts had been made by a number of countries in line with the international efforts to improve womens property rights, some countries were still faced with some challenges. 

He said women were the first to suffer from environment change, adding that water pollution that affects the health of women negatively. 

Mr Rantshabeng said SADC was fully committed to promoting sustainable and equitable socio economic growth and development that would ensure poverty alleviation with the ultimate goal of eradicating it. 

He said poverty alleviation could only be achieved if gender was an integral part of the planning process. 

We need to continuously review our efforts, plans and instruments to ensure that they are robust and focused enough to remove all obstacles to womens full participation in all spheres of life to ensure equality, development and peace for all, he said. 

The four-day workshop, which attracted participants from 19 countries main objective is to provide women organisations from the region with a platform to reach out to policy makers in order to support people centered and bottom up development approaches.

