Ahead of This Year's Elections

Micheal Addo

Women stake their claim As the nation prepares to go to the polls this December to elect the next President, women across the length and breadth of the country have started advocating for fair and equal opportunities in the various political parties.

They believe the time has come for them to take their place in the politics of the country since they have long been relegated to the background.

Last week, Women Coalition, an advocacy group whipped up the interest of fellow Ghanaian women in politics by engaging the various political parties in a debate to articulate their concerns.

They therefore asked the parties to give them fair and equal opportunities for them to play their respective roles in the country's politics.

The Coalition has adopted a manifesto that clearly identifies the performance of the Ghanaian woman and what she can do to contribute to national development.

With barely 10 months to go into the elections, the group believes the issues in the Women's Manifesto for Ghana is pertinent since it represents the concerns and aspirations of women.

The 15-page document tackles issues ranging from the low participation of women in governance, their poor access to resources critical for earning a living, their predominance among people living in poverty and women's health, particularly, the unacceptable rates of maternal mortality.

The women's manifesto as they call it, targets Executives, policy makers, politicians and political parties, Parliament, the Judiciary and civil society since the coalition believes these bodies are mandated by the constitution to ensure that women's rights are respected and that they become full citizens with the same opportunities and protections as men.

The manifesto requested the government to undertake a fundamental review of economic policies to promote the well-being and security of women and men and to ensure a reversal of past economic policy failures.

"The government must practice democracy, inspire trust, promote openness and adhere to accountability, rule of law, transparency and respect the limits of its powers and reach an adequate degree of consensus on key national issues", the manifesto indicated.

Mrs. Esther Ofei-Aboagye, the Director for Institute of Local Government Studies, Legon, and a member of the coalition at the discussion ground raised the issue that, as parties try to capture people's votes, they must recognize that women's participation in casting their ballot was not automatic since according to her, "they would prefer to pursue their economic activities if they cannot see the point of their participation."

She lamented that the ratio of female/male membership of both Parliament and District Assemblies, private and public sectors and in corporate organizations does not reflect a dominant population composed of over 51 percent of women.

Mrs. Ofei-Aboagye, however, said that they would prefer to see the inclusion of proposals for reform of party structures and policies towards internal affirmative action and more democracy, as well as making a party more attractive for women since the opportunities available for them within would not detract them from the value of a party.

In a speech, the Resident Director of Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Kathrin Meissner, confirmed that society structures all over the world have the tendency to discriminate against women.

She therefore noted that it was important to empower women to overcome these structures.

"I would like the political parties to review and enrich their manifestos, considering that men and women are affected differently by many policies and that an effort has to be made to do justice to all groups in the Ghanaian society" she emphasized.

