A Few Good Women

Caricom is on the lookout for outstanding women from the region whose contributions to life in the Caribbean have positively impacted other citizens and would have left an indelible mark on the landscape of Caribbean development. The aim of the ninth Caricom Triennial Award is to honour a Caribbean woman who has made an outstanding contribution to the socio-economic development of the region.

Some of the suggested areas of candidacy are agriculture, banking, education, gender and development, literature, nursing, tourism, law, social welfare, information and communication and environment and candidates must be 18 years and older. It would be most interesting to see what some of these islands, especially in the Organisation of East Caribbean States (OECS) can serve up as far as their offering up nominations of “women of substance” is concerned.

There is no doubt in our minds that there are many women who would deserve this sort of recognition, especially as far as education and health care are concerned. Of course, there are other areas in which our women have really excelled and one of those just happens to be in the field of politics. We would be hard-pressed, however, to come up with too many names as the involvement of our women in politics has usually been as the backbone of those political organisations that will produce the men to contest general elections in the respective countries.

Great is the pity that all those women who were the strength of the party have never really got the recognition they deserve, as they would usually sit in the background and orchestrate much of the proceedings that would then propel their menfolk forward as the apparent true servants of the people. From the trade union movement that spawned so many strong women who offered unbridled support to the men to the rough health care facilities, the work of women was always outstanding, but for reasons we all know now it was never recognised.

It has taken a very long time for the people of the Caribbean to take note of the role of the women in the development of the country and the campaign has grown to such an extent that most organisations are looking towards women to play the leading roles and already many of them have stepped up to the plate in a big way and are really taking control of the way forward for the region.

And it is a good thing that they have, because the role of the men in leading roles continues to rapidly diminish with each new generation. If one were to consider the recent successes at the secondary school level and even after that, one will find that the girls are far outstripping the boys in many, if not all departments and it is patently obvious that any future development will be around the women of the region. 

This is not to say that all men will look towards an easy life and maybe even be prepared to take the criminal way out. If the present trend continues, however, there will be very little that will be impacted upon by the men of the region. The women would have taken over the seat of power and be the ones responsible for moving us forward. In the meantime, the search for the region’s outstanding women continues and it is our fervent hope that those executing this programme will bear in mind the very “behind the scenes roles” our women played for decades now. It stands to reason therefore, that there might not be a plethora of women to be lined up for this distinction. Give it a few years though and the selection process will have the judges scratching their heads as there will be so many quality women to choose from.

On the opposite end of the scale, we just might see a difficulty in selecting men for similar honour once the present crop dwindles. But let us hope this is not the case and that good men and women will burst into glory for our region at very much the same time, thereby leading to a development that would set us apart from other areas of the world. 

Already, the contributions of Caribbean people in the development of other countries are well documented. We only now need to see them contribute to the development of their own region and some set themselves apart from the others for awards of distinction, whether they are men or women.

