Forum Presents Ways to Interest Women in Politics

By Joanne C. Twaddell, The Daily Courier
"Women have nothing to do with politics. I hear it from women holding a baby and from women in their 60s who are afraid to open their door to strangers," remarked Kathy Thompson, keynote speaker at the first community forum "Speak Out: Women, Families, and the 2008 Election" at Prescott College Saturday. 

"Women are not involved in this process enough," she continued. "We did a gender study of the quad cities, and just 35 percent of over 100 available positions are filled by women. In this country, only 69 percent of women represent us at the national level. More women need to look at running for office and getting on boards and committees. Of the 98 different positions in Prescott, 17 percent are filled by women.”


Mayor Jack Wilson and the newly elected city council members should try to encourage women. Thompson added, "If women are not represented in places of leadership from Congress to the local level, then we don't have our interests represented." 

Mattea Kramer, event director, joined with Kathy Thompson of the Democratic Women of Prescott to ask Courtney Osterfelt, founder of Women's Empowerment Breakthrough in Prescott to host this event.


"The Women's Empowerment Breakthrough is a resource to educate girls and help them explore, define, and achieve their goals," Osterfelt said. It also deals with the issues of teen pregnancy, public speaking, saving money and self-esteem. 

"I am really happy to have everyone here and to have the community being a good role model," Osterfelt said. "If we want teen girls to be involved in the political market, we have to make a space, create an opportunity, and be a role model for them. We had 10 teens here today.”


During the day-long forum, about 200 people attended workshops and panel discussions. Local and regional representatives helped spread the idea of women and families engaging in community decision making and politics. Topics included health care reform, local school board issues, youth activities and domestic violence prevention.


"I recognized the need to have this forum," Kramer said. "The real definition of women representing us in local politics is for them to be involved, vote, and serve on boards and committees. At this forum, we have important resources for women including not-for-profits and agencies such as Family Advocacy, which helps women get on their feet and take action.”

Unfortunately, women face unaffordable housing, medical costs, transportation, and many other issues, Kramer said. If women become more involved, they will have an increased opportunity to determine their own outcome. 

Mayor Jack Wilson presented his thoughts on the economic development in Prescott. He asked the group to "imagine Prescott, where wealth grows faster than the population, where there is a culture of innovation, and where knowledge works.”


Wilson admitted that education is a big issue, and said that he is working with people in the community to keep college graduates in the Prescott area.

