African First Ladies Fight Violence Against Women

The Organisation of African First Ladies has resolved to launch a major intervention programme to fight violence against women and children, our correspondent reports. 

They also decided at the end of their meeting in Addis Ababa, which held on the sideline of the AU summit, to mobilise efforts and resources to fight the scourge of mother-to-child transmission of HIV and AIDS. 

The meeting was attended by Nigeria´s First Lady, Hajia Turei Yar´Adua, who was accompanied by the wives of Oyo and Benue State governors. 

The Director-General of NACA, Prof. Babatunde Oshotimehin, who also attended the meeting, told our correspondent that the governors’ wives had resolved to fight the two vices when they returned home. 

To this end, he said NACA would partner with the office of the first lady to mobilise the governors’ wives, NGOs and women in the society and rural areas for a successful execution of the programme. 

‘’This is to ensure that at the state and local government levels, women are more pro-active in the fight against gender violence and the scourge of HIV and AIDS,’’ he added. 

Oshotimehin also said that the HIV and AIDS prevalence rate in Nigeria had dropped from 5.8 per cent to 4.8 per cent in 2007. 

He said because of the achievement, the UNAID Global report for the year singled out Nigeria as one of the countries contributing actively to the reduction of the HIV and AIDS spread.

