Women Ministers March for Quotas
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WOMEN cabinet ministers joined a march for gender equity in Pretoria yesterday.

Provincial and Local Government Deputy Minister Nomatyala Hangana, Minerals and Energy Minister Buyelwa Sonjica, Agriculture and Land Affairs Minister Lulu Xingwana, Public Works Minister Thoko Didiza, Public Service and Administration Minister Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi and Communications Minister Ivy Matsepe-Casaburri participated in the event, organised to support the 16 days of nonviolence against women and children campaign as well as to demand an equal gender quota in "all spheres of life".

The participation of the ministers follows unhappiness over the decision of the African National Congress (ANC) Women's League to nominate party deputy president Jacob Zuma for the ANC presidency.

The league failed to unite behind a female presidential candidate and voted on the same lines as five ANC provinces and the party' s youth league.

Minister in the Presidency Essop Pahad received a memorandum from more than 1000 marchers, which commended President Thabo Mbeki for his "contribution" to gender parity.

While individual members of the women's league aligned to Mbeki participated in the march, the league said it was not officially invited to the gathering.

"Those women voted for a man," league secretary-general Bathabile Dlamini said .

Notably absent from the march was Foreign Affairs Minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma.

The league was divided over Mbeki and Zuma, but failed to nominate Dlamini-Zuma for president, suggesting the league could not muster support for a woman to replace Mbeki.

The ANC will decide at its conference this month whether to extend its 30% quota for women in its structures to 50%.

