'Spare Women the Rigours of LG Primaries'

Muideen Olaniyi

Aspiring women for political posts should be spared the rigours of primary elections in the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and should be made flagbearers, automatically a local government aspirant has called.

Hauwa Hassan Kidda, an aspirant for the forthcoming local government elections in Hawul local government council, Borno State, made the plea while speaking to Daily Trust yesterday in Abuja.

According to her, in every election where a woman shows interest to contest and such aspirant is popular, the PDP should grant its ticket in line with its policies of consensus.

However, where more than one female aspirant indicate interest, all the aspirants should go for primaries where consensus fails, she added.

The local government chairmanship aspirant also advocated that 40 percent of ministerial appointments as well as chairmanship of boards and parastatals should be reserved for women.

Hajiya Hauwa said that women are not as financially endowed as men and stressed that political contests are financially demanding. She praised the appointment of the present Head of Service and other women ministers in President Umaru Musa Yar'adua cabinet.

While hailing the PDP for the support it has given to women political aspirant, Kidda noted the efforts of some Non Governmental Organisations (NGOs) backing women politicians.

