Measured Response on Warming

Former US vice-president Al Gore is maintaining the rhetoric and symbolism on climate change, travelling to his Oslo hotel in an airport shuttle rather than a petrol-guzzling limousine as he arrived in Norway to receive his Nobel Peace Prize.
He will share the award with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a UN body of scientists, for their work highlighting global warning. Mr Gore's landmark documentary, An Inconvenient Truth, tweaked the international conscience on man-made contributions to global warming, in itself an important contribution to what has now become a broadly accepted warning about the future of the planet. 

However, while it is easy to overreact to the hyperbole of Mr Gore's message, he is not responsible for putting into practice at policy level, the message he preaches. As Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has indicated, as he headed to Bali for the UN-sponsored conference to develop a successor to the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, a measured response is needed.

The intergovernmental panel concluded grimly that global warming was "unequivocal" and already threatened hundreds of millions of lives and as much as two-thirds of the species on the planet. Remedial change is essential. 

While one of the first acts of the new Australian Government was to ratify Kyoto, Mr Rudd has steadfastly refused to set a short-term emission-reduction target in advance of a report next year by economist Ross Garnaut which will evaluate the economic cost of cutting greenhouse gas emissions. 

As Australia is one of the world's biggest energy producers, it is imperative the Government works closely with industry to limit carbon emissions, encouraging continuing investment in clean coal technology and alternative and renewable energy sources. The farm sector has also sought a place at the climate change table, arguing that existing greenhouse accounting rules are heavily skewed against agriculture at a time of increased competition for global food supplies.

Dr Garnaut briefed the Queensland Cabinet yesterday on his research before travelling to Bali and will provide similar backgrounders to other states. 

Although his report deadline is more than six months away, he stressed the urgency of the task ahead if climate change is to be halted, noting Australia would potentially be one of the most damaged if the pattern were allowed to continue. 

It is a warning no one can afford to ignore. Queensland, with its extremes of climate, was one of the states most at risk. Premier Anna Bligh has set up a climate change advisory panel which she will head, and announced minor, but sensible initiatives to help show the way: carbon offsets for all government air travel; the government fleet to be replaced gradually with smaller, environmentally friendly models; energy use reduction; and a carbon offset program for government buildings.

The Bali conference must telegraph the message for fundamental change embraced by developed and developing nations, rather than argue for symbolic targets.

Sign of maturity
THE sky did not fall in; not a murmur of apprehension was heard. For the first time, a woman is Australia's Acting Prime Minister.

 It is a measure of our national maturity that Julia Gillard's history-making 60-hour stint focused on her as a role model rather than as a political curiosity. Little more than a generation ago the very presence of a woman in Parliament was regarded as an oddity, and even then a woman's contributions were often overshadowed by discussion about hair style or clothes. 

Gender balance is important in most endeavours, including politics, where states including Queensland have become accustomed to a woman at the helm and where a ministry which lacked women would be unrepresentative. 

