Fighting Climate Change: Human Solidarity in a Divided World
Knut Ostby, the UN resident coordinator and UNDP resident representative in Iran, presented the 2007/2008 HDR (Human Development Report) at the UN Information Center in Tehran at a press conference on Sunday.

The HDR is an independent report commissioned by UNDP and produced by a selected team of leading scholars and development practitioners. They draw on a worldwide network of leaders from academia, government and civil society who contribute data, ideas, and best practices in producing the report.

Created in 1990 and released annually, HDR’s single goal is to put people back at the centre of development. It attempts to frame debates on some of the most pressing challenges facing humanity. Each report focuses on a topical development issue – from gender equality, to democracy, to human rights, environment, globalization and cultural liberty.  It also contains substantive data on development indicators, ranking every country each year in areas such as per capita income, literacy, life expectancy and respect for women's rights.

Following is the text of the report: 

•
Climate change is not just a future scenario. Increased exposure to droughts, floods and storms is already destroying opportunity and reinforcing inequality. Meanwhile, there is now overwhelming scientific evidence that we are getting closer to an irreversible ecological catastrophe. This could lead to an unprecedented reversal in human development in our lifetime and acute risks for our children and their grandchildren.

•
Climate change is affecting the Earth’s ecosystems. We depend on these ecosystems for a range of services and resources – from water to agriculture to livelihoods and many others.  Therefore, climate change poses a serious threat to our ability to meet the eight Millennium Development Goals. The fact that the poor are already seeing its impacts only underscores the worsening situation if significant efforts to stop climate change are not taken.

•
The Human Development Report 2007/2008 “Fighting climate change: Human solidarity in a divided world” seeks to understand the implications of climate change on the opportunities the world has at present and its implications for the future of human development. One of its distinctive features is the work done for the understanding how climate events impact on the poor.

•
Climate change is the defining human development challenge of the 21st Century. Failure to respond to that challenge will stall and then reverse international efforts to reduce poverty. The poorest countries and populations will suffer the earliest and most damaging setbacks, even though they have contributed least to the problem. Looking to the future, no country—however wealthy or powerful—will be immune to the impact of climate change.

•
The poor are suffering and will suffer more with climate change. Given that 40 per cent of the world’s population live in poverty and are unable to meet their daily basic needs, these 2.6 billion people are at risk to face firsthand the impacts of dangerous climate change and human development reversals. 

•
The Report makes a case for the urgency with which climate change needs to be addressed. Time matters for all of us. Today we are living with what we did yesterday; tomorrow we will all live with what we do today. We need to take action now. 

Key statistical facts 

•
We estimate in this Report that if all of the world’s people generated greenhouse gases at the same rate as some developed countries (i.e Canada and the United States), we would need nine planets (to absorb the GHGs and avoid dangerous climate change)

•
With 15% of the world’s population, rich countries account for almost half of (annual, global) emissions of CO2.

•
We estimate that avoiding dangerous climate change will require rich nations to cut emissions by at least 80% by 2050, with cuts of 30% by 2020. Emissions from developing countries will peak around 2020, with cuts of 20% by 2050.

•
Some 262 million people were affected by climate disasters annually from 2000 to 2004, over 98% of them in the developing world.

•
Global temperature increases of 3-4°C could result in 330 million people being permanently or temporarily displaced through flooding. Over 70 million people in Bangladesh, 6 million in Lower Egypt and 22 million in Vietnam could be affected.

•
With 3°C of warming, 20-30% of land species could face extinction.

•
An additional 220-400 million people could be exposed to malaria – a disease that already claims around 1 million lives annually.

Recommendations

•
There is a window of opportunity for avoiding the most damaging climate change impacts, but that window is closing: the world has less than a decade to change course. Actions taken—or not taken—in the years ahead will have a profound bearing on the future course of human development. The world lacks neither the financial resources nor the technological capabilities to act. What is missing is a sense of urgency, human solidarity and collective interest.

•
The Report demonstrates and emphasizes the need to address adaptation in developing countries in the face of impending climate change. It advocates for human solidarity, collective action and social justice as the keys to meeting the challenges posed by climate change and as the pillars of international cooperation moving forward from the 13th Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change which is set to start tomorrow (today) in Bali, Indonesia.

•
As the Human Development Report 2007/2008 argues, climate change poses challenges at many levels. In a divided but ecologically interdependent world, it challenges all people to reflect upon how we manage the environment of the one thing that we share in common: planet Earth. It challenges us to reflect on social justice and human rights across countries and generations. It challenges political leaders and people in rich nations to acknowledge their historic responsibility for the problem, and to initiate deep and early cuts in greenhouse gas emissions. Above all, it challenges the entire human community to undertake prompt and strong collective action based on shared values and a shared vision.

•
The Human Development Report 2007/2008 emphasizes that both mitigation; that is reducing the damage being done to the climate daily; and adaptation; that is adjusting our lives to the change; need to be addressed in order to truly fight climate change and the threats it poses to humanity.

•
Most wealthy countries, specifically industrialized countries, are failing to meet their targets for cutting greenhouse gas emissions under the Kyoto Protocol. Even countries with the most ambitious goals or praised plans are not on track to reduce emissions levels sufficiently. The resulting effects will be felt first—and hardest—by the world’s poor.

•
Wealthy countries must assume responsibility for the effects of warming trends on the world’s poor, and Asian countries, while adapting to their effects, need to continue to develop, but cleanly. The report recommends international cooperation on financing for low-carbon technology transfer to developing countries, e.g. China and India, to avoid the increasing use of coal as a source of energy.

•
The United Nations is built on the foundations of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Preamble to that document talks of the inalienable rights of the human family to “freedom, justice and peace”. Climate change is an immense threat to these rights. Yet it is also a reminder that we are a single, interdependent human family sharing a common home on Planet Earth. The United Nations, and the values that underpin it, has a central role to play in providing a forum for dialogue, negotiation and action on climate change. The United Nations is best placed to take leadership in the fight against climate change. Climate change is exactly the kind of global challenge that the United Nations is best suited to address. This is why the Secretary-General has made it his personal priority to work with Member States to ensure that the United Nations plays its role to the full. 

About Iran’s HDI

*
The human development indicator provides a global assessment of country achievements in different areas of human development;

*
Most of the data are for 2005;

*
The HDI for Iran is 0.759 (0.746 in 2006), giving the country a ranking of 94 (96 in 2006) out of 177 countries;

*
The Human Poverty Index value for Iran is 12.9%, giving it a rank of 30 (35 in 2006) among 102 developing countries with data;

*
Iran ranks 87th (71st in 2006) out of 177 countries in the gender empowerment measure (GEM), with a value of 0.347 (0.326 in 2006)

Iran’s major climate change concerns  

The Report indicates that Iran emits 433.4 million tons of CO2 in 2004. This figure is about twice Iran’s emissions in 1990 and represents a growth of 7% over the 2003 figure. 

Iran is in a water stress environment. Climate change is projected to aggravate this situation, with deep losses in water availability and consequences for agricultural productivity. In the Middle East, nine out of fourteen countries already have average per capita water availability below the water scarcity threshold. Meanwhile rising temperatures and changes in the run-off patterns will influence the flow of rivers. Climate change scenarios for water in Iran can not be viewed in isolation. Rapid population growth, industrial development, urbanization and the need for irrigation water to feed Iran’s growing population are already placing immense pressure on water resources. 

Iran’s mineral riches, in particular in relation to energy resources, differentiates the dynamics of its energy sector and by implication its carbon footprint from other countries in the Asia Pacific region. Iran  has the second richest hydrocarbon reserves within OPEC. Oil production in 2005 stood at 4.09 million barrels per day. With this vast endowment of mineral reserves, the oil and gas sector plays a prominent role in Iran’s economy.  

On the demand side, consumption of petroleum products in Iran has risen continually over years, whereas the country’s refining capacity has not been increasing proportionately. Against a demand for refined products of 1,519,000 barrels per day, Iran has resorted to importation of certain refined products, in particular gasoline. Meanwhile, the electricity sector has experienced a rapid rate of growth in demand with total consumption in 2004 standing at 128,078 GWh. In 1998, the total nominal capacity was of the order of 24,420 MW. In 2006, this capacity has reached 37,300 MW. Electricity consumption growth rates of between 7.5 to 9 % are unsustainable and far exceed population and economic growth rates. 

Iran’s energy intensity has been exacerbated by distorted prices of energy carriers. The sheer size of the subsidies, particularly those allocated to refined oil products is enormous- being equivalent to about 10% of GDP in 2000. During 2005-2006, the government spent approximately USD 35.0 billions on subsidizing energy.  Artificially low prices are a chronic feature of the Iranian domestic energy market and have worked to the detriment of the economy in many ways, fueling irrational consumption of energy, encouraging squander and waste and fueling inflation. While social programmes may have been marginally effective in reaching the poor, hidden subsidies, in particular energy subsidies benefit the rich far more than the poor, sometimes by a 12 to 1 ratio with remote rural regions and nomadic populations at a particular disadvantage.

UNDP’s interventions (brief overview)

Since 1997, UNDP has been supporting Iran to fulfill its commitments to the Conference of Parties of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Such commitments, in the main, have been related to reporting requirements and national strategies and action plans. Through co-funding provided by the GEF, UNDP is well positioned to support the government’s efforts in identification of vulnerabilities to climate change and implementation of adaptation measures.

UNDP support to government in mitigation of global climate change includes the promotion of wind energy and mitigating GHG emissions from Iran’s industrial sector. Over 2002 and 2003, UNDP has helped in concluding a cost-benefit analysis of Iran’s accession to the Kyoto Protocol (KP) and is planning to follow-up with a capacity development initiative to boost national, institutional and technical capacities for the implementation of the Clean Development Mechanism of KP.  

Other pipeline mitigation initiatives target Energy Efficiency within the transportation and residential sectors. In addition, GEF funding is being utilized to support the government in participatory rehabilitation of pilot-scale dryland areas in the South Khorrasan province. The project is aimed at enhancing the level of carbon storage in soil and vegetation through participatory management of rangelands; hence sequestering atmospheric carbon and improving local livelihoods. Due to the successful implementation of the Carbon Sequestration project and the interest of the Implementing Partner (FRWO) to expand activities in May 2007, UNDP has agreed to allocate an additional $ 400,000 to this project. 

Conclusion:

Why must the current generation act on climate change?

Exposing future generations to potentially catastrophic risks is inconsistent with a commitment to core human values. The Universal Declaration on Human Rights establishes that “everyone has a right to life, liberty and personal security”—failure to act on climate change is an immediate violation of universal rights. Future generations will see our response to climate change as a measure of our ethical values, and leaving large sections of humanity even more marginalized would signify a disregard for social justice and equity between countries.

 

Climate change also challenges us to think in a profoundly different way about human interdependence. Whatever else divides us, humanity shares a single planet. The ties that bind the human community stretch across countries and generations. When people in an American city turn on the air-conditioning or in Europe drive their cars, their actions have consequences, linking them to rural communities in Bangladesh, farmers in Ethiopia and slum dwellers in Haiti. With these human connections come moral responsibilities, including responsibility to do what you can to reduce energy use and carbon emissions where you can, whether you ae a head of state, or a normal citizen.
