Behind Every Great Woman...

France's Segolene Royal says in a new book she lacked the support of a united party and a loving partner in her failed bid to become the nation's first woman president.

Socialist Royal, who has kept a low profile since she lost May's election to conservative Nicolas Sarkozy, describes her split with her ex-partner, party leader Francois Hollande,, and expresses disappointment in her political allies.

"The candidate did not find a shoulder to lean on to let go, to cry when things were tough, or to laugh in joyful times," Royal writes about herself in the book, My most beautiful story is you, which is due out on Tuesday.
Royal and Hollande, who have four children but were never married, surprised many in France when they announced their break-up in June, just a few months after Royal said she had pondered a romantic wedding with Hollande.

"To win another time, the support of a whole party and of a loving partner, who are fully with the candidate, are needed,” Royal said in the book.

Royal was a controversial candidate within her own leftist party, upsetting some colleagues with patriotic tones and tough law-and-order plans and with criticism of the 35-hour work week, introduced under a previous Socialist government.

Some critics said the elegant, youthful Royal lacked clear policy ideas and was focusing on playing up her femininity and presenting herself as a victim of male chauvinism.

I'm neither Joan of Arc nor the Virgin Mary," Royal wrote. "People have gossiped about my outfits like they never did about the suits of these men ... Should I have dressed in stone colours so that people were less interested in my clothes and more un the contents of my comments?”

Royal has indicated she might be eyeing the party leadership hoping to be the Socialists' candidate again in 2012, but she remained vague on her future projects in her book.

"I don't know the place or the date yet but I know that one day, we will find each other again," she said, speaking to her supporters. "I will win one day for them."

Royal's party has been divided since its double defeat in presidential and parliamentary polls this year, and its struggle to find its future direction was made even more difficult when Sarkozy invited several senior Socialists into his government.

Far-left party officials say the group should stick to its roots, while Royal has supported a move to the political centre.

Royal said in her book that during the campaign she offered centrist leader Francois Bayrou the post of prime minister if she won, but Bayrou declined.

Referring to her possible mistakes, Royal said: "Was I prepared for the presidential election? Much more than people said, but certainly less than what would have been needed."
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