Women Political Group Mooted

Salafist and Independent Deputy Jassim Al Saidi has issued a call to form the first political women’s organisation in Bahrain to enhance women’s involvement in politics.

He said political activities shouldn’t be treated a male domain. “Women’s full participation in politics would enrich the political experience in Bahrain.

"Women should be encouraged to have clear opinions about political issues which are important in all aspects of development,” he said.

Al Saidi said the political organisation for women would also help women in the next parliamentary and municipal election in 2010 and boost the chances of their victory.

He also called to empower women to help improve their role in political societies by setting up women’s committees or electing them for top positions.
Al Saidi also called for better services for women to ensure gender equality as enshrined in the Constitution.

"Throughout the second legislative term, I will try to propose amendments to laws that discriminate against women, especially the nationality law that bans women from giving their citizenship to their children and foreign husbands," he said. 

"Laws should reinforce social stability but the nationality law only increases the suffering of women married to foreigners, especially when they are separated from their husbands and raise their children in Bahrain without legal protection."

Al Saidi criticised the government for mistreating children of Bahraini women married to foreigners by not giving them Bahraini passports though it protects illegitimate children by raising them and offering them Bahraini citizenship. 

