CDM Hosts its First Women's Parliament in South Africa
The Capricorn District Municipality (CDM) at the weekend hosted Limpopo's first provincial Women's Parliament.

The purpose of the parliament was to encourage women from all sectors in the district to participate in decision-making and further influence legislative processes which directly affect them.

"I felt like I'm important and in charge," said Neo Mkhabela, the Speaker of the District Women's Parliament.

"To me this was an opportunity for empowerment. We always see these things happening at the national Parliament and never thought we are capable of doing the same. It was so interesting."

Also present was Capricorn District Municipality's Executive Mayor Motalane Monakedi who assured the women that the resolutions they have taken would be adopted.

"What you have said in this parliament today makes a lot of sense. We are going to implement the resolutions adopted by this parliament and further come back to you during your session in 2008 to report back on how far we have gone in improving the lives of women in the district," said the Executive Mayor.

Issues discussed during at the parliament include women and municipal transformation, gender based violence, economic empowerment, HIV and Aids, access to land and participation in governance.

The parliament was attended by women from different political parties, traditional leaders, Non Governmental Organisations and members of the public from within the district.

It formed part of activities planned to celebrate Women's Month, observed annually in August to recognise the role that women played in bringing democracy to our country, and to devise means of addressing the challenges modern women face.

Other provinces which have thus far hosted Women's Parliaments are KwaZulu-Natal, North West and the Western Cape Province.

The 4th annual national Women's Parliament kicked off Monday in Cape Town.

In the context of gender equality and women emancipation, it also seeks to appreciate and encourage the participation of women in areas previously dominated by men.

On 9 August 1956, 20 000 women from all sections of the population took part in a protest march to the Union Buildings in Pretoria to petition against unjust apartheid pass laws.

The march was part of a broader defiance campaign against the pass laws which started with the 1913 march in Welkom and the 1919 march in Bloemfontein

About 14 years into democracy, South Africans continue to appreciate and celebrate the contribution of women in the social, economic and political development of society.

