Women Leaders will call the Shots in 2009 Polls

Unlike in the past, women leaders are expected to set the agenda for the electoral battle in 2009.


Billed as the "mother of all battles of the ballot", the Lok Sabha election will see a host of leaders like Sonia Gandhi, Mayawati and Jayalalithaa playing key roles.


Gandhi is the Congress resident and the Chairperson of the ruling UPA, while BSP chief Mayawati's victory in the Uttar Pradesh election is being seen as a “defining moment” in the country’s politics. 


Jayalalithaa is a leading light of the Third Front, which wants to maintain equal distance from both the Congress and BJP. The former Tamil Nadu chief minister had, however, sided with the BJP in the recent presidential poll.


Several other women leaders, including Trinamool Congress chief Mamata Banerjee in West Bengal, Vasundhara Raje in Rajasthan and Uma Bharti in Madhya Pradesh, will also play important roles in the next general election.


Brinda Karat of the CPI-M too has emerged as an important figure in the Left movement by becoming a polit bureau member of the Communist party.


The main opposition BJP has always relied on Sushma Swaraj to project the party’s championing of the cause of the Indian woman.


Meanwhile, Gandhi has gone from strength to strength as there has been virtually no challenge to her authority either in the party or the government.


Professor Suhas Palshikar of Pune University said it was interesting that the next general election would see several important women leaders setting the agenda for the polls for the first time in many years.


At the same time, he doubted whether this would make any difference to the cause of women. Citing an instance, he said former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi set the agenda when she steered the country but this helped the cause of women only symbolically and not substantially.


Former Union minister Ram Niwas Mirdha, a keen watcher of the political scene, said the emergence of a host of women leaders is a "healthy" development for Indian democracy. He said the phenomenon had occurred on its own and not because of any conscious effort.


Apparently mindful of the growing graph of the fair sex, DMK chief M Karunanidhi has made his daughter Kanimozhi a member of the Rajya Sabha amid reports that she could be his political heir and soon be inducted into the Union Cabinet.


Supriya Sule, the lone daughter of NCP leader Sharad Pawar is already a member of the Upper House and is expected to contest from her father's pocketborough of Baramati in Maharashtra in the 2009 polls.


Maharashtra, from where noted social reformer Savitribai Phule hailed, has not had a woman chief minister so far.


NCP general secretary D P Tripathi, who taught political science in Allahabad University, said the rise of Mayawati is significant because she is a Dalit and a woman. "She is a double-edged political weapon," he remarked. 

