Minister defends Women Seats

By Lucianne Limo

Justice and Constitutional Affairs minister, Ms Martha Karua, has dismissed an assertion that the proposal to create 50 special seats for women would be unconstitutional.

And the creation of these seats, the minister said, has nothing to do with the "minimum or maximum constitutional reforms".

Karua said the Electoral Commission of Kenya (ECK), acting under its mandate, had forwarded to the Government proposals to create more constituencies.

"We are doing a duty under the Constitution and once the proposals came in, the Government considered creating more seats for women bearing in mind the budget," Karua said.

She added that negotiations on the reforms "can be delayed until Parliament is dissolved, but the issue of constituencies cannot and should be de-linked." 

Call for broader debate on the issue

The minister said the Bill on the creation of women seats should not be dragged into the constitutional reforms debate, and accused leaders opposing of dishonesty.

She called for a broader debate on the issue, telling voices against it to embrace the rights of the marginalised people.

"We are only asking for 50 seats in a Parliament of 300 people, I still feel it is a tiny inclusion," she said.

Karua was speaking on Tuesday after opening a conference on options to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCHR) protocol at a Nairobi hotel.

The conference organised by Cradle — an organisation that champions the rights of children — is seeking to create awareness on the need for an individual complaints procedure. 

‘Bill amounts to a fundamental change in the Constitution’

Law Society of Kenya chairman, Mr Okong’o Omogeni, had said the Bill that seeks to abolish 12 nominated MPs’ slots and replace them with 50 women would be unconstitutional. Omogeni said the Bill amounted to a fundamental change in the Constitution, which can only be done through a referendum.

The Cabinet has cleared way for the Bill that would see 50 seats created for women repeal the current law that allows 12 nominated MPs. 

It proposes that each political party taking part in a General Election submit to ECK the names of 50 women ranking them by order of priority.

ECK would then allocate the numbers according to party strengths in the House. 

Each party has to take into account special interest groups like youths, and persons with disabilities.

