It’s all Over for Women Candidates
The worst nightmare for women in the 2007 general elections has happened. Not one of the nearly 100 women candidates who contested the elections in the hope of joining Dame Carol Kidu in the National Parliament has been declared winner of any seat in Papua New Guinea.

This is an indictment of the kind of society we are. We are truly a nation dominated by men in every aspect of life. Men dictate everything and decide who gets into power and who represents the women in Parliament.
The women should now get together and conduct a post-mortem on how the elections went as far as women are concerned, looking at the strengths and weaknesses of the system of electing leaders and in particular women.

There are many women in all walks of life out there in the community who can make a difference as Members of Parliament if given the opportunity to serve as national leaders.

The challenge now is for the women to take the first step to prepare for the 2012 general elections. Don’t sit back and wait for 2010 before you start preparing. Start now and walk through this nation from Samarai to Vanimo, Lorengau to Daru and Kavieng to Kandep. Tell the nation why it is important for this nation to have gender balance in Parliament. Tell this nation what women are capable of doing for this nation.

As the men take their seats in the 7th National Parliament, the women should start preparing for the 8th National Parliament.

All good men should also rise up and support our women. The electorate must be educated and the time to do that is now.

While we support the struggle of women to get into national politics, we also call on the women to be united and speak with one united voice. In order for that to happen women should first gather and conduct a post-mortem into why voters have rejected all except one women candidate.

The cause of this rejection must be fully established from the beginning in order for the women to chart a new course into the future.

We call on all women’s organisations to get together and start the process now. While the wounds of the electoral defeat are still fresh and memories of the struggles on the campaign trail are as fresh as ever in the minds, it is time to talk.

In a few months time, everything will be forgotten and the women will return to business as usual. Until the next general elections.

