Women and Child Development Minister of India wants Women in Combat Role in Army


Women and Child Development Minister of India, Renuka Chowdhury has demanded that women be deployed in combat duties even as she has asked for more women personnel to be inducted into the armed forces.


Herself a daughter of an Air Force officer, Chowdhury wrote to Union Defence Minister A K Antony last week stressing on the need to remove gender disparity in the forces.


"The evolution in military strategy has taken a turn from eyeball to eyeball combat into one that is carried out at long range from precision-guided munitions. Therefore, there is a strong case for induction of women officers into combat duties,” she said in the letter.


Chowdhury wrote that it was high time all the three forces adopt a gradual approach to induct women into combat-related operations.


She cited flying fighters in the Air Force, leading infantry troops in the Army or being submarine crew in the Navy as examples of combat duties that the women could perform.


Stressing on the need to create a level-playing field for women officers, the Minister said the women officers, unlike their male colleagues, are recruited only for Short Service Commission, which could be extended to a maximum of 14 years.


She demanded that women officers should be given permanent commission and should be entitled to full pension after completion of 15 years of service.


Chowdhury also said the number of women personnel in the Armed Forces was very low and suggested that special recruitment drives be conducted for women officers. 

