'Women Poorly Represented'

Harare

Zimbabwean women are poorly represented in political and decision-making positions despite the fact that women constitute more than half of Zimbabwe's population, the Minister of Women's Affairs, Gender and Community Development, Cde Oppah Muchinguri, has said.

Cde Muchinguri said this when she officially opened the National Women's Conference organised by the Women's Trust on Monday. The main objective of this year's meeting is to galvanise women to engage in the electoral processes and set their own agenda for their needs and aspirations as women of Zimbabwe. "This campaign is effectively designed to develop women's leadership skills and build their personal empowerment levels so that they can fully engage with political processes from grassroots to national levels.

"We need to generate a renewal of commitment to the Women's Charter, the National Gender Policy and the stakeholders as rallying points for women's engagement with national governance processes," said Cde Muchinguri.

She also pointed out that the two-day conference would provide training for community leaders, consciousness-raising meetings at village, ward and district levels in selected areas and facilitate media linkages for aspiring female candidates. Cde Muchinguri said her ministry was convinced that greater representation and participation of women in governance and other levels of decision-making was a necessary condition for development.

"We will be providing training in communities as well as at district level and facilitate media linkages for aspiring female candidates. "My ministry is convinced that greater representation and participation of women in governance and other levels of decision making is a necessary condition for development," she said. Cde Muchinguri pointed out that the major barriers to women's participation in decision-making remained the deeply ingrained cultural and traditional stereotypes around the role of women as the patriarchal nature of Zimbabwean society relegated women to the domestic sphere.

She added that women, who constituted the majority of voters, tended to vote for men mainly because their own life experiences had conditioned them to be subordinates. Cde Muchinguri pointed out that women often faced double burdens in their careers and family commitments, limiting their opportunities for career advancement.

She was, however, pleased to note that despite the constraints women faced, they were striving as their representation in politics now stands at 19 percent in Cabinet, 17percent in the House of Assembly, 36 percent in the Senate, 12 percent for urban councillors and 28 percent for rural councillors.

