Tories Advised Asian Women not to Stand at Election Because of Background

The Muslim woman picked to be David Cameron's "integration" czar was advised by senior Tories not to stand in the next General Election because of her Asian background. 

Sayeeda Warsi was told voters in Dewsbury were "not ready" for two ethnic minority candidates to face each other. 

Mrs Warsi - the first Muslim shadow minister - had considered challenging Labour MP Shahid Malik, the first Muslim to win a seat in the Commons. 

He had defeated her by 4,615 votes at the 2005 election. 

But a conversation with the local Tory party chairman deterred her from standing again in the West Yorkshire mill town, which has been scarred by a history of racial tension. 

It was also the home of Mohammed Sidique Khan, the ringleader of the July 7 suicide bombers. 

In an interview with a local newspaper, Mrs Warsi - made shadow community cohesion minister in Mr Cameron's reshuffle last month - said he had told her: "You're the best candidate we have ever had. 

"You would have made a fantastic MP for this town but at the moment, maybe because of the way that this community is, it still needs a bit of time on both sides. 

"Maybe the white community is not ready for two ethnic [minority] candidates again and also the Muslim community needs to take a long, hard look at itself." 

Mrs Warsi - who will become a baroness when she is ennobled later this year - seemed to accept this. 

She said: "I always say that in the 2005 election I was too black for half of the community and too white for the other half. 

"We had two quite extreme things working here. We had the BNP with the largest support in the country. 

"I had people who said they had voted Tory in the past slam the door in my face and told me to 'Eff off, Paki, I ain't voting for you'. That was how blunt it was. 

"On the other hand, you had the Muslim community in Savile Town and Ravensthorpe, which I thought I knew well - quite an orthodox community - who just had a real issue with a woman standing." 

Mrs Warsi, who is married and has a nine-year-old daughter, was a solicitor running her own practice when she contested the Dewsbury seat two years ago. 

But during a heated campaign she was accused of homophobia after distributing literature claiming Labour was "allowing school children to be propositioned for homosexual relationships" and denouncing homosexuality as "undermining family life". 

However, her account will raise concerns among the Conservative leadership who have been trying to widen the party's appeal to the ethnic minorities. 

Her comments are another damaging blow for Mr Cameron, who has suffered a series of disastrous setbacks that have left him trailing Gordon Brown in the polls by ten points. 

He faced a bruising party row after ditching support for grammar schools and was criticised for visiting Rwanda while his Oxfordshire constituency was suffering floods. 

And his campaign to prevent the closure of A&E and maternity units at 29 hospitals misfired spectacularly - when eight denied they were at risk. 

