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The Government has set new rules for nominating 50 new women MPs to Parliament.

The Bill seeking to increase the number of MPs by creating the 50 special seats for women and increasing the number of constituencies from a minimum of 210 and a maximum of 250, was presented in Parliament by Justice and Constitutional Affairs minister, Ms Martha Karua.

Said Karua: "The members shall be elected from a list of candidates compiled by each parliamentary party and submitted to the Electoral Commission of Kenya ahead of the General Election."

If adopted by Parliament, it paves way for increasing the number of MPs from the current 222 to 300.

Added to the two ex-officio members, the Speaker and the Attorney General, the number of MPs would rise to 302.

Political parties required to submit a list of 50 women
This means the taxpayer would dig deeper into their pockets to pay the additional MPs.

Packaged with the new rules is a clause that will allow Parliament to fix a new minimum and maximum number of constituencies.

If enacted, Kenyans now expect at least 20 new constituencies to be created before the December General election.

Each political party participating in the General Election is required to submit a list of 50 women candidates to the Electoral Commission of Kenya (ECK) for election through proportional representation before the date for nomination of candidates.

It means no man will earn a free nomination to Parliament.The bold affirmative action move is contained in the Constitution of Kenya (Amendment) Bill, 2007.

Fate of new constituencies hangs in the balance
The party with the highest number of MPs election shall take the lion's share of seats of the 50 reserved for women.

In compiling the list of candidates, parties will also take into account special interests of the youth, persons with disabilities and geographical distribution.

The Bill also seeks to amend Section 42 of the Constitution on the minimum and maximum number of constituencies.

This means the fate of new constituencies hangs in the balance with the current 210 electoral areas.

A provision in the Bill provides that at any time, the maximum number of constituencies must exceed the minimum number by at least 20 constituencies.

Twelve members of Parliament are nominated currently on proportional party representation. Narc has seven, Kanu four and Ford-People one slot for nominated MPs.

If MPs amend the Bill to allow for nomination of men to Parliament, that may reduce the number of nominated women.

