President Mbeki Backs Proposal for Women's Ministry

The government was seriously considering a recent proposal for the establishment of a women's ministry, President Thabo Mbeki said on Friday.

Writing in his weekly online letter, Mbeki said his government was engaging with a women's network, South African Women in Dialogue (Sawid), on a range of proposals, including the establishment of a women's ministry.

"(Our government) has agreed with Sawid that we need a comprehensive and co-ordinated anti-poverty or pro-poor programme, improving on the existing interventions and integrated in all government programmes," Mbeki said.

Paying tribute to women who had played a leading role in driving pro-women initiatives, Mbeki said they were influencing government policy.

"Various important interventions and initiatives by women have effectively placed the women of our country in a leading position in terms of the design and implementation of our socio-economic empowerment programmes and therefore the determination of the national agenda in terms of what needs to be done effectively to benefit and empower women," he said. - Sapa
