Haryana Women to be Empowered, says Minister

Haryana Minister of State for Tourism and Forests Kiran Choudhry today announced that Mahila Shakti Sadans will be set up in all the villages of the state to empower the women. Forest committees in more than 1,700 villages will also be constituted, besides 1,100 self-help groups will be constituted. 

Addressing the people after unfurling the Tricolour at Police Lines in Gurgaon, Choudhry inspected the parade and took salute. ACP (West) Rajesh Kalia led the parade. The Minister reminded that India got freedom from the British rule after a long struggle and martyrs had written the glorious history of freedom with their own blood.

She said the nation was celebrating the 150th anniversary of 1857 revolution which was considered to be India's first war of independence, and it had started from Ambala and soon people of Gurgaon and Mahendergarh got themselves librated from the clutches of British rule. Even British Cantonment near Rewari was completely destroyed. 

Choudhry said the contribution of people of Haryana in freedom struggle could not be forgotten. Referring to the development of Haryana in recent years, Choudhry said the state was progressing at a fast pace under the leadership of Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda. As many as 75 persons were given appreciation certificates for their outstanding achievements in the district, of which 21 worked for making sanitation campaign a success. She also laid wreaths at the local war memorial and paid tributes to all the martyrs who made supreme sacrifices during the freedom struggle and later while safeguarding the frontiers of the nation. 

She said that Gurgaon had become a "show window" of the state not only in the country but also in the world. For this development, she gave credit to former chief minister Bansi Lal and former prime minister Indira Gandhi, who had pioneered industrial development three decades ago. Haryana today has become the first state to introduce labour policy and it was the first choice of the investors from the world over, she said. 

Meanwhile, a colourful cultural programme was presented by the schoolchildren and she announced to give Rs 1 lakh to the participants. She also declared holiday on August 17 for the schools participating in the function. 

The minister honoured 30 panchayats of district which had done commendable work in the field of total sanitation programme, Sarv Shiksha Abhiyan and health.

