Acting Chief Executive Tang urges Female Role in Reforms
Carrie Chan 

Acting chief executive Henry Tang Ying-yen has paid a glowing tribute to women, saying they "represent half the sky," as he continues to promote the Green Paper on constitutional reform. 

Addressing a 120-strong audience at a forum organized by the Hong Kong Federation of Women yesterday, Tang, who is also chief secretary for administration, said women's views on the Green Paper were very important. 
"You make up more than half of the world and so your views are very important to us. We'll be delighted to hear from you," he told the forum, also attended by Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Stephen Lam Sui- lung and Home Affairs Secretary Tsang Tak-sing. 

Tang's mother, Susan Tang Yau Zoe-chi, who is the federation's vice- chairwoman, praised her son for his performance after the forum. 

Lam also drew attention to the vital role women can play in Hong Kong's political development. He noted that the document already includes a proposal to create a sub-sector for women in the proposed nominating committee for future chief executive elections through universal suffrage. 

Federation chairwoman and former lawmaker Peggy Lam Pei Yu-dja said after the forum the federation has proposed creating 20 or 40 new seats in an 800-member or 1,600-strong nominating committee, respectively. 

Tang also told the forum good progress has been made in the early stages of the three-month public consultation period over the Green Paper. 

"After a month and so, or over the past four to five weeks, we're glad to see that the launch of public consultation on the paper has been good. The divergent views expressed with regard to our future constitutional setup are cool-headed and rational," he said. 

Tang rejected charges that the government is procrastinating over the report on the document, even though Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam- kuen had pledged to finish it by the end of this year. 

