Women's Parliament in Session

They arrived early, their spirits high, singing freedom songs as they entered the Gauteng Provincial Legislature at the City Hall in Johannesburg.


Ordinary women, from all over the province, arrived in numbers on Monday to experience their first parliamentary sitting as part of the province's Women's Month celebrations.


Once the Women's parliament was in session, the participants got a chance to air their views and make recommendations they felt would benefit the women of the country.


They debated and analysed the progress of women in relation to the economic development of the country.


They also discussed problems that directly affect them, including corruption, access to basic services, the quality of public services, and violence against females.

Petronella Rakodi, from Soweto, said she was very excited as she had never expected to be allowed into a parliamentary sitting.


"We need to tell the government what we are having problems with, so that it can be changed,” Rakodi said.


On Thursday, Women's Day, the 1956 march by about 20 000 women from all over South Africa to the Union Buildings to protest against the pass laws will be officially commemorated across the country.


The deputy speaker of the Gauteng Legislature and the only surviving leader of the 1956 march, Sophia Williams de Bruyn, made the opening address.


She said the march "was truly a remarkable event" that had "influenced the political landscape of South Africa.”


De Bruyn told the participants that issues that had been discussed on the day would not be forgotten but would be tabled with the Gauteng executive committee for processing.


"My observations are that, on a general level, the government has excellent programmes in place to address women's concerns, but what your input is telling us is that the majority of women can’t access these services.”


Traditional healer Patricia Morris said access to services was indeed a problem. 

Wearing colourful traditional healer's garb and sporting beads around her head and neck, Morris, who lives in Ennerdale, said her community had chosen her to represent them at the parliament.


"I am enjoying being here and observing how policy is discussed and submissions made,” she said.


"This is where decisions about the country are made and I am honoured to be here."
