Lone Call for More Women MPs
The only female MP Dame Carol Kidu said the Government must be proactive in putting a mechanism in place to reserve seats for women in Parliament.

She said nominated seats for women in Parliament were not the solution. 
She was speaking in Kokopo recently when discussing the defeat of women in the polls in the national elections. No female candidate was elected as MP apart from herself.

Dame Carol said women would not be respected for who they are if they were nominated to Parliament. She said they should be elected just like the men. 
She is the sole female candidate to succeed in the 2007 elections after more than 100 women contested.

She said it was a positive sign that women had gained courage to come out of their traditional roles to run for public office.

Dame Carol said as an interim measure, the new Government must nominate women to the reserve seats in Parliament but in the 2012 elections, seats must be reserved for women in Parliament.

She said this could be discussed further, whether women vote for those to represent them or if it would be open vote including men.

“I would like to see indigenous PNG women on the floor of the Parliament,” she said adding that women were progressively being involved in politics which had been seen as a man’s job.

She said the Limited Preferential Voting (LPV) System did not help the women candidates in the 2007 elections because the “women votes” could not be guaranteed.

Dame Carol said it had been proven that women did not always vote for another woman.

Asked about the factors affecting women’s chances of being voted into Parliament, she said people had to change their mindset about politics being a male orientated job.

“Women and men have equal qualities. There are women who are lawyers just like the men. I don’t see why we are not getting them into politics and Parliament.” she said.

